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ILLINOIS FARMERS EMBRACE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NUTRIENT LOSS 
REDUCTION STRATEGY 

Recent results from the USDA/NASS Producer Survey show marked improvements in the implementation of practices 
outlined in the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy. 

 
Chicago, Illinois - USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) today released the results of the 2015 Producer 
Survey which was designed to accurately reflect the nutrient management and conservation practices used for the state 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS). The survey questions covered nutrient management strategies, cover crops, 
edge-of-field practices, use of soil tests, erosion management, and knowledge of certain NLRS components. Farmers 
were asked to respond based on crop years 2015 and 2011, which was selected as a base year.  
 
 “This is the first opportunity for farmers to really tell their collective story regarding the use of nutrient management 

conservation practices in Illinois,” said Warren Goetsch, Deputy Director of the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA). 

“This survey is proof that our agricultural community has a good story to tell.  Illinois farmers are taking ownership of 

these uses, specifically agricultural non-point nutrient loss, and they are willing and able to meet the challenge through 

voluntary involvement and best management practice adoption.  They are truly doing a great job!” 

Per the survey, the majority of Illinois corn acres follow the recommended MRTN (Maximum Return to Nitrogen) 

application guidelines, and this number is increasing. In 2011, 70% of the corn acres were using MRTN and by 2015 that 

number had increased to 81%. In addition, over half of all surveyed farmers indicate that are either knowledgeable or 

very knowledgeable of the aspects of the 4R Strategy of Right Nutrient Source at the Right Rate, in the Right Place and 

Right timing. Between 2011 and 2015, farmers moved to a split application system of less than 50% Fall/winter applied 

applications with the remaining Nitrogen applications split between pre-plant and side-dress on nearly half a million 

acres.  

 
Farmers have also shown increased adoption of cover crops since 2011. With almost half a million acres of cover crops 
on tile-drained ground, farmers have more than doubled their use of cover crops in the five-year period of the survey.  
 



Illinois Farm Bureau President Richard Guebert Jr. credits the collective work of farmer groups, agricultural retail 
organizations, University research, Illinois agency leadership and the farm community in general for the success being 
shown in the adoption of conservation practices. “The NLRS set aggressive goals for the ag community to address 
nutrient efficiency and through various partnerships across the industry we have once again shown that farmers are 
stewards of natural resources and have taken seriously the challenges presented to us,” said Guebert. 
 
The survey was funded by a partnership between the Illinois Nutrient Research & Education Council (NREC) and Illinois 

Farm Bureau. “This survey is an important part of the Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and provides an analysis of the 

adoption and understanding of the practices outlined in the strategy. The results establish a set of baseline statistics and 

also show the changes in cultural practices from 2011 to 2015. With support from NREC and Illinois Farm Bureau, we will 

look to repeat this survey on a bi-annual basis to continue 1 to track these issues,” said Mark Schleusener, Illinois State 

Statistician, USDA/NASS. 

The full summary of survey results is available at: 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Illinois/Publications/Current_News_Release/2016/Nutrient_Loss_Surve

y_Results.pdf 
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About USDA-NASS 

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely, 
accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and look for the 
“NASS Data User Community.” 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, 
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). 

About Illinois NREC 

The Illinois Nutrient Research & Education Council (NREC) was created by state statute in 2012. Funded by a 75-cent per ton 
assessment on bulk fertilizer sold in Illinois, NREC provides financial support for nutrient research and education programs to ensure 
the discovery and adoption of practices that address environmental concerns, optimize nutrient use efficiency, and ensure soil fertility.    

A 13-member NREC Council annually solicits, reviews and funds projects that fulfill the organization’s mission.  

To learn more about NREC, visit www.illinoisncrec.org.  

About Illinois Farm Bureau 

 

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of the American Farm Bureau Federation, a national organization of farmers and ranchers. 
Founded in 1916, IFB is a non-profit, membership organization directed by farmers who join through their county Farm Bureau. IFB has 
a total membership of more than 400,000 and a voting membership of more than 82,000. IFB represents three out of four Illinois 
farmers.  
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